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CONVERTIBLE TOP OF A MOTOR VEHICLE WITH A ROOF PART 
AND A ROOF MODULE WITH SUCH A CONVERTIBLE TOP 

Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The invention relates to the convertible top of a motor vehicle with a roof part. 

Furthermore the invention relates to a roof module with a convertible top. 

Description of Related Art 

[0002] As the prior art, U.S. Patent 4,684,419 discloses a convertible top for a motor 

vehicle in which the material of the convertible top is sewn around the edge and a rod-shaped 
mounting part is held in the resulting depression. 

Summary of the Invention 
[0003] A primary object of the present invention is to provide a convertible top of a 

motor vehicle in which the convertible top material is connected to the roof part of the 
convertible top in an especially variable manner, and to provide a roof module with such a 
convertible top. 

[0004] This object is achieved for the convertible top by at least one mounting element being 
attached to the fabric material, and the at least one mounting element, in an installed state of 
the convertible top, being detachably connected to at least one corresponding mounting 
element of the roof part. By means of this detachable connection, the material of the 
convertible top and the roof part can be prefabricated independently of one another and can 
be installed in a subsequent step. Furthermore, replacement of the material of the convertible 
top, for example, for appearance reasons or for reasons of wear is easily enabled. 
[0005] Thus, the convertible top of the invention has an especially variable structure 

and enables connection or detachment of the roof part and the material of the convertible top 
at any time desired by the user. 
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[0006] According to one advantageous embodiment, the convertible top is made as a 

folding convertible top and can be used in different partially or completely folded open 
positions. 

[0007] Advantageously, the mounting element attached to the material of the 

convertible top is made as a flat element (for example, as an elastic flat component which can 
be adapted to the curvature of the roof). Here, the mounting element has especially comb-like 
projections which have clips with depressions for engaging the corresponding mounting 
element of the roof part. 

[0008] According to an advantageous embodiment, several mounting elements are 

attached to the material of the convertible top and are detachably connected to several 
corresponding mounting elements of the roof part. In such a connection via several mounting 
elements, an especially stable and secure connection is achieved. 

[0009] Advantageously, the roof part has at least one recess for passage and 

accommodation of the mounting element which has been attached to the material of the 
convertible top. By routing of the mounting element which is attached to the material of the 
convertible top through the recess of the roof part with form-fitted matching of the recess to 
the mounting element of the material of the convertible top, further guidance and stabilization 
of the accommodated mounting element of the material of the convertible top is obtained. 
[0010] According to another advantageous embodiment, the roof part has a projection 

around which the material of the convertible top is routed when installed with the roof part, 
especially for tensioning the material of the convertible top. 

[0011] The mounting element of the convertible top can be connected via different 

types of connection to the material of the convertible top, for example via sewing, cementing 
or thermal bonding. Depending on the respective requirements a suitable type of connection 
between the mounting element and the material of the convertible top can be chosen. 
[0012] The roof module for a motor vehicle, according to the invention, comprises a 

convertible top as described above. In such a roof module which can be inserted into a 
corresponding roof opening of a motor vehicle, the material of the convertible top can be 
detachably connected to the roof part of the convertible top. In this way, the material of the 
convertible top of the roof module can be replaced for appearancereasons or for reasons of 
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wear. Furthermore, the attachment of the material of the convertible top to the roof part of the 
convertible top is facilitated. 

[0013] The invention is explained in detail below with reference to representative 

embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0014] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a motor vehicle with a partially opened 

convertible top, 

[0015] Figure 2 is a perspective view of the roof part of the convertible top without 

the material of the convertible top attached, 

[0016] Figure 3 shows the roof part of the convertible top with the material of the 

convertible top attached; 

[0017] Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A in Figure 3, and 

[0018] Figure 5 is a representation of a mounting element which can be attached to 

the material of the convertible top. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 
[0019] Figure 1 shows a motor vehicle 2 with a partially-opened convertible top 1 

which is made as a folding convertible top. Here, the convertible top 1 has a conventional 
convertible top frame which can be moved in the direction 12 for opening and closing of the 
convertible top 1 . The convertible top 1 has fabric material 4 which is connected to the front 
roof part 3 of the convertible top frame (compare also Figure 3). The roof part 3 is located 
especially in the front, but also in the side areas of the convertible top 1 . 
[0020] Figure 2 shows a representation of the roof part 3 which is made in the manner 

of a roof peak as the front bow of the convertible top 1 . Here, recesses 9 of the roof part 3 and 
mounting elements 6 of the roof part 3 are shown according to Figure 3 with resilient catch 
elements 10 on bases 14 for holding clips 7 of the corresponding mounting elements 5 of the 
convertible top material. 

[0021] In the area of the roof part 3, as shown in Figure 3, the connection of the 

material 4 of the convertible top and the roof part 3 is established, in accordance with the 
invention, via the mounting elements 5 which have been attached to the material 4 of the 
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convertible top and which have clips 7 with openings 8. The mounting elements 5 are guided 
through the recesses 9 of the roof part 3 with the material 4 of the convertible top attached 
thereto in order to make a detachable connection to the corresponding mounting elements 6 
with the catch elements 10 which fit into the depressions 8. 

[0022] For dismounting purposes, the connection as shown in Figure 3 between the 

mounting elements 5, 6 can be undone by moving the mounting elements 5 in the 
direction 15 and by subsequently pulling the mounting elements 5 out in the direction 16 
(compare Figure 4). 

[0023] Figure 4 is a view along section line A-A in Figure 3 showing a mounting 

element 5 which has been sewn onto the material 4 of the convertible top (seam 19) and 
which is connected to the corresponding mounting element 6 of the roof part 3 by fitting into 
the openings 8 of the clips 7 by accommodation of the catch elements 10. Here, the mounting 
element 5, in the inserted state, is pushed through the recesses 9 of the roof part 3. 
Furthermore, the material 4 of the convertible top is tensioned around a projection 1 1 of the 
roof part 3. The roof part 3 lies on a seal 17 on the peripheral edge 18 of the roof opening of 
the motor vehicle 2. 

[0024] Figure 5 shows an execution of the mounting element 5 as a comb-like flat 

element, the comb elements being made as clips 7 with a recess 8. This flat element can be 
produced as an injection molding or solid polypropylene element. 

[0025] In the lateral areas of the convertible top 1, conventional fastening of the 

fabric material 4 of the convertible top can also be produced via pockets which have been 
sewn around the periphery (not shown). 



